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President Obama View

Å Statements made March 11:

Å NASA presently afflicted by ―sense of drift‖

Å Needs a ―mission appropriate for the 21stcentury‖

Å New Administration director "to think through what NASA's 

core mission is and what the next great adventures and 

discoveries are under the NASA banner.―

Å Until new director named, no new NASA/space policies will 

be announced
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Current NASA Challenges

Å Current federal budget submitted by Congress calls for retirement 
of  Space Shuttle in 2010

Å Action –without replacement of  mission –would likely result in 
―massive jobs loss‖ at the Kennedy Space Center and along 
Florida ―Space Coast‖

Å NASA estimates that at least 3,500 KSC jobs would be lost, while 
shuttle contractors put the estimate at 10,000. With each NASA 
job credited with creating 2.8 others in the community, an 
additional 9,870 to 28,200 jobs would be at risk.
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NASA FY 2009 Budget

Å $18.7 billion to NASA

Å Increase of  $2.4 billion over FY 2008

Å Once Shuttle is retired NASA must rely on Russian 
Soyuz for continued replenishment

Å Budget includes:

Å Renewed exploration of earth‘s Moon

Å Sending more robotic probes to regions previously 
unexplored by other spacecraft
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NASA Budget Contrast

―Combined with the lingering absence of a 
NASA administrator, we are missing a golden opportunity 

to lead and inspire at a time when leadership and 
inspiration are crucial‖

ñSpace Foundation CEO Elliot Pulham

―I wouldn‘t interpret the absence of the words ‗Constellation‘, 
‗Ares‘, and ‗Orion‘ [in the FY09 budget] one way or 
another. That‘s really up to the new management team, 

when it gets there.‖ 
— John Logsdon, space policy analyst
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Constellation Program

Å Moon and space environment exploration (NASA Authorization 

Act of  2005) –return humans to the Moon by 2020

Å Orion spacecraft, earth transfer vehicle and Altair lunar lander

Å Ares I and Ares V boosters to replace Shuttle boosters

Å Orion spacecraft to possibly serve as stepping stone to later 

manned Mars expedition

Å No policy comments or direction yet from Obama 

Administration about Constellation
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FY10 Aerospace Budget

Å DoD total budget line $533.7 billion 

(4% increase over FY 2009)

Å FAA: $800 million in the NextGen air transportation 

system modernization program

Å NOAA - Includes $1.3 billion to fund the development and 

acquisition of  weather satellites and climate sensors
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DoD to Revisit Satellite Strategy

Å Funding halted in 2008 for $1.7 billion 
Broad Area Space-Based Imagery Collection (BASIC)

Å Program would have bought and launched two 
ultra-high resolution commercial satellites for the 
National Reconnaissance Office (NRO)

Å BASIC program to be revisited in 2009

Å ―We have had a string of commissions and reports 
saying the military space program is broken‖ 
ñJames Lewis, Center for Strategic and International Studies
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NSF Funding From Stimulus

Å $3 billion for National Science Foundation

Å Funds must be spent by September 2010

Å Approximately $2 billion will go to research grants distributed 

through NSF‘s regular peer review process

Å The NSF stimulus package provides $300 million to the Major 

Research Instrumentation (MRI) program of  competitively 

awarded instrumentation grants for university researchers
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Outlook

―[Technology] hopes in 2009 are buoyed by the prospect of a 

president and administration that believe in the power of  

technology to transform government.‖

―Companies have the opportunity to show customers how to 

save money by taking on infrastructure projects, 

consolidating systems and introducing green technologies‖

Washington Technology magazine
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Short-Term

Å Economic conditions will likely minimize new R&D 
programs outside of  Stimulus/Recovery Act funding

Å Short-term NASA funding will be robust, flat-lined in later 
federal budgets

Å R&D Stimulus funding to universities will provide a 
―once-in-a-lifetime‖ boost

Å NASA policies will not formally materialize until later 
in 2009, refined in 2010
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